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Ho Ying-chin's Assumption of the Premiership of the Executive
Yuan and Beiping Peace Talks between Kuomingtang and CPC

Zhang Hao (Huazhong University of Science and Technology )

Abstract Closely associated with the peace talks between Kumingtang and Communist Party of China
(CPC) held in Beiping in 1949, Ho Ying-chin was seen by the Kuomintang as its "last resort" to salvage its
collapsing rule. To facilitate their "war preparations coupled with peace overtures", the Chiang Kai-shek
clique and the Kwangsi clique sought out Ho Ying-chin, who was both acceptable to them and to CPC, to
serve as premier of the Executive Yuan. The Kwangsi clique believed that cooperation with Ho could repli-
cate their previous victory over Sun Chuanfang, while Chiang Kai-shek thought he could maintain control
over the peace process via Ho. In for a bid to secure a "reasonable peace",Ho spared no effort in cobbling to-
gether a "peace" cabinet and a negotiation delegation, while also drafting key points for the negotiation pro-
posals. Given the inexorable course of China's historical development, Ho was ultimately unable to secure a
"peace deal" predicated on "rule along the Yangtze River" while mediating the contradictions between the
Chiang and Kwangsi cliques. Ho was left with no choice but to break away from Chiang Kai-shek clique and
accept "the Domestic Peace Agreement (Final Amended Version)". Ultimately the Kuomintang's attempt to
use Ho as the "last resort” to salvage its collapsing rule proved entirely unattainable.

Key words the peace talks between Kumingtang and Communist Party of China; Ho Ying-chin; the

contradictions between Chiang Kai-shek and Kwangsi cliques; "reasonable peace"
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