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Space, Characters and Historical Memory

On the Heterogeneous Writing and Healing Nature of Haruki Murakami's
The City and Its Uncertainty Walls

Xu Gupeng (Nanjing Medical University )

Abstract Haruki Murakami's The City and Its Uncertainty Walls marks a deepening and culmination
of his lifelong literary preoccupation with the exploration of heterogeneity, a fully-fledged system constructed
in the novel along three dimensions of space, characters, and historical memory. The novel depicts a small
city ruled by a logic of systemic absences — the absence of shadows, books, and time — and policed by a
towering wall endowed with its own subjectivity and vitality, with an array of heterogeneous beings, includ-
ing ghosts, dream-readers and supernaturally gifted teenagers. Beneath the overt narrative of personal healing
through "dream reading" lies an implicit reckoning with war, history and the inheritance of guilt. The work en-
ters into intertextual dialogue with the family war memories Murakami unfolded in his autobiographical es-
say Abandoning A Cat, jointly elevating heterogeneity from mere formal innovation to a direct confrontation
with and responsible bearing of history as a grand, weighty heterogeneous reality. The heterogeneity in Mu-
rakami's fiction thereby evolves from an early stylistic marker into a methodology for negotiating individual
and collective experience.

Key words Haruki Murakami; The City and Its Uncertainty Walls; Abandoning A Cat; healing
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