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Revisiting the Ontology of Art in the Digital-intelligent Era

New Insights from Francois Jullien's Notion of "Dé-coincidence"
Li Hanbing (Wuhan University )

Abstract Technological evolution in the digital-intelligent era is systematically reshaping the art eco-
system. Such technologies not only renovate creative media and forms of expression but also pose profound
challenges at the level of artistic ontology: algorithmic generation blurs traditional artistic boundaries, and Al
penetration undermines humanity' exclusive standing as the sole creative subject. Drawing on French philoso-
pher Frangois Jullien's notion of "Dé-coincidence", which holds that art and human existence are co-originat-
ed and co-constituted, this paper re-examines the fundamental connection between art and human existence.
It argues that the inherently human character of art does not necessarily hinge on manual human production;
instead, it rests on whether artworks can align with human existence and unconstrained living via the "Dé
-coincidence" mechanism. Accordingly, the ontological legitimacy of Al art lies not in reproducing classics or
generating aesthetic images, but in whether algorithmic creations can resonate with human sensory experi-
ence, break down established cognitive frameworks, and invite people to re-engage the world and reflect on
themselves. This perspective shifts debates over the ontological validity of Al art away from conflicts over hu-
man versus artificial authorship to the dimension of generation and existence, and offers an ontological analyt-
ical framework to transcend human-Al binary opposition and unpack art-human relations in the digital intelli-
gent era.

Key words digital-intelligent era; Al art; ontology of art; Frangois Jullien; "Dé-coincidence"
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