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On the Generating Elements and Operational Logic of Rural
Public Cultural Spaces

Chen Lihao (Wuhan University)

Abstract In the process of urbanization and rural social transformation, the generation and operation
of rural public cultural spaces are jointly shaped by the institutional arrangements of state governance and the
everyday practices of local society. Their generation entails the dynamic construction of physical infrastruc-
tures and symbolic meaning systems, revolving around such core elements as symbolic transformation, inter-
generational negotiation, and identity networks. Traditional spaces realize the modern reinterpretation of sym-
bolic meanings via functional reconstruction; intergenerational negotiation facilitates adaptive coordination
among different groups amid heritage retention and practical demands; and identity networks constituted by
the interweaving of strong and weak ties sustain the normative order for such spaces. In terms of operational
logic, historical legacies provides resources for symbolic reconstruction; institutional capital and village-com-
munity autonomy co-shape spatial order through negotiations; while the coupling of symbolic systems and
value systems promotes the continuous adaptation of local cultural ecosystems. The case study of Village B
demonstrates that effective interaction between institutional supply and local practice, the innovative transfor-
mation of traditional symbols, and the collaborative participation of multiple actors constitute an important
basis for enhancing the resilience and adaptability of rural public cultural spaces.

Key words symbol transformation; intergenerational negotiation; identity network; rural areas; cultur-

al space
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