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"Dating' Without "Knowing': Privacy Decision-making And
Boundary Work in Online Dating

Liu Zixi (Xiamen University )

Abstract With the in-depth penetration of digital technologies, online dating platforms are reshaping
the landscape of intimate relationships by transforming traditionally private emotional interactions into open
community exchanges and information flows, giving rise to a new set of privacy dilemmas. Based on a field
study of a nonprofit matchmaking platform, this paper examines the social construction mechanism of priva-
cy in digital socialization from the perspective of boundary work theory. The research reveals that privacy de-
cision-making consists of ongoing boundary negotiations between platforms and users regarding the "visibili-
ty of personal information"; platforms set the framework for users' privacy practices via content moderation,
interface design and rule-making, while users proactively safeguard their autonomy in shaping digital identi-
ties through appropriation, resistance and creative adaptation. Furthermore, users with disparate socioeconom-
ic status differ markedly in their capacity for privacy negotiation, and such inequality in boundary work may
undermine their access to romantic resources and further exacerbate structural inequities within digitally me-
diated intimate relationships. Within the context of digital sociality, privacy is not an inherent, fixed attribute
of information but a boundary-defining practice negotiated between users and platforms over informational
scope and contextual visibility. This analytical framework of boundary work unveils privacy predicaments in
platform-mediated society and offers a fresh perspective for understanding how romantic stratification emerg-
es in the digital age.

Key words personal information; online-matchmaking; privacy decision-making; boundary work; on-

line dating platforms; digital social interaction
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