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Interpretive Boundaries and Methodological Significance Of
The ""Two Paths'" Method

An Investigation Centered on Grundrisse der Kritik der politischen Okonomie
(Rohentwurf, 1857-1858)

Fang Rui (Zhejiang University)

Abstract The scientific elaboration of the "Two Paths" method took shape amid inherent methodologi-
cal controversies with classical political economy. While Marx's dialectical reconstruction of this method thor-
oughly transcended the older approaches of purely empirical induction or formal abstraction, subsequent
scholarly interpretations have nonetheless tended to confuse the hierarchical relationship and functional posi-
tioning of the "Two Paths". Therefore, it is necessary to return to the original context of Grundrisse der Kritik
der politischen Okonomie (Rohentwurf, 1857-1858) to redefine the interpretive boundaries between "ascend-
ing from the concrete to the abstract" and "ascending from the abstract to the concrete". Building upon the
precision of natural science and systematic empirical examination of national economic realities, Marx estab-
lished the first path as the materialist premise for organizing empirical data, thereby overcoming the schemat-
ic bias of classical political economy in handling the concrete-abstract relationship. However, mere fixation
on general abstract determinations fails to grasp the capitalist social structure as a "concrete totality". This ne-
cessitates engaging the second path to systematically reconstruct the concrete reality within thought, thereby
delineating strict theoretical boundaries for the interpretive function of the "Two Paths" within the unity of
logic and history. This conscious demarcation at the methodological level not only constitutes a core aspect of
rendering the critique of political economy scientific, but also provides significant methodological grounding
for the construction of a contemporary Chinese independent knowledge system.

Key words Grundrisse der Kritik der politischen Okonomie (Rohentwurf,1857-1858); the "Two Paths"

method; empirical abstraction; formal abstraction; critique of political economy
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