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On the Use and Understanding of Dasein

Wang Lu (Tsinghua University )

Abstract There are three terms in German philosophical literature: Sein, Existenz and Dasein. In Chi-
nese, they are commonly translated as "4 & ( cunzai, often meaning 'existence' )" or "7 ( you, often meaning
'there is' or 'to have' )", " 5% #( shictin, often meaning 'actual existence' or 'subsistence' )" or "&£ ( cunzai )"/
" & % ( shéngciin, 'subsist' )" and " fE ( cizai, 'there-being' or 'being-there' )" or "&£ ( dingzai, 'determinate
being' )", respectively. Literally, Sein and Existenz are completely different words, but their Chinese transla-
tions "cunzai" and "shicun" are indistinct, which brings problems to relevant understanding and discussions.
Such problems have persisted in Chinese translation of philosophical works and thus in philosophical discus-
sions in China. Taking relevant discussions by Kant and Hegel as examples, it can be found that Sein should
be translated as "shi" ( meaning "is" ) and understood in the sense of copula. Since Dasein is a compound
word related to Sein, it should be understood and translated in connection with the copula, such as " (4= ) 3t %
[ ( ru )cishi, meaning 'there-is' or '( the such ) is' ]". In short, the sense of copula in Sein is unquestionable:
both Kant and Hegel explicitly acknowledge this in their works and their relevant discussions, reflecting this
understanding. Following the understanding of the sense of copula, our philosophical research will gain new
insights.

Key words Dasein; shi(52); (rit) ci shi[ (4= ) # 2 ]; existence
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