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On the Ideal Ruler in "Specula Principum" of Medieval England:
Discourse, Evolution and Practice

Zhu Wenxu (Peking University )

Abstract In medieval Europe, where monarchical rule prevailed, the conception and construction of
the ideal monarch, as exemplified by the "specula principum"”, evolved continuously over time. Three arche-
types of this genre shaped as many models of the ideal monarch in the 12th and 13th centuries, based on differ-
ent versions of Aristotle's Politics. After the 13th century, these three archetypes of "specula principum" were
translated and rewritten across various Western European countries and the three models of ideal rulers spread
accordingly. The evolution of the "specula principum" in medieval England was both clear and diverse, as
English writers systematically adopted and reworked the concept of the ideal ruler. Amid drastic political up-
heavals of the late Middle Ages, English authors of this genre steered the ideal kingship away from a moral vir-
tues centered model towards one grounded in political pragmatism. This shift stemmed from the intertwined
development and practical refinement of political thought and statecraft in late medieval England, and marked
an important stage in the evolution of the political ideas embodied in the "specula principum" tradition across
the medieval era.

Key words "specula principum"; ideal kingship; monarchy types; the late Middle Ages

B EFRT RSO, JUROR Dy S R TR 5 BB SE 5%, JEst 100871,
BSERE A



