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On People-centered Aesthetic Construction in Contemporary
French Left-wing Cinema and Its Implications for China

Ai Shiwei (Wuhan University)

Abstract In the mid-to-late 1970s, a group of French left-wing thinkers represented by Foucault, De-
leuze, Badiou and Ranciére collectively turn to film studies. Rooted in the Marxist literary and artistic theoret-
ical tradition of people-centeredness, they established a new form of people-centered film aesthetics from the
perspectives of film ontology, reflection theory, and subject theory. By examining the nature of cinema and
the impact of movement-image on audiences and reality, they revealed the essence of cinema as "people's art"
or "mass art". Through studying Third World cinema and "minor cinema", they emphasize that film ought to
function as discursive practice, depicting the lives of the people and "becoming" new images of people. They
advocated film creation and criticism based on people's standpoint, contending that amateur filmmaking and
criticism can dismantle the existing distribution of the sensible and deliver aesthetic emancipation for the peo-
ple. In the actual context of the rapid development of China's new popular literature and art, the people-cen-
tered aesthetics of contemporary French left-wing cinema offers important theoretical implications for Chi-
nese film and television creation in New Era.

Key words people-centeredness; French left-wing film aesthetics; film ontology; film reflection theo-

ry; film subject theory; film and television creation in New Era
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