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From Traditional to New Liberal Arts: A Study on the Evolution of The
Disciplinary Boundaries of Journalism and Communication Studies

Zhou Maojun, Luo Dan (Wuhan University)

Abstract Driven jointly by technological transformation, social demands and national policies, the dis-
ciplinary boundaries of journalism and communication studies, a humanities discipline originally rooted in lit-
erature, history and philosophy, have been gradually extended to social sciences, and further to science and
engineering. Since the boundaries of a discipline serve as the demarcation line that distinguishes one from an-
other, journalism and communication studies, having achieved self-transformation by constantly absorbing
the essence of other disciplines, is confronted with the challenge of striking a balance between disciplinary
rootedness and interdisciplinary integration. To reconstruct its disciplinary boundaries in the era of intelligent
media, journalism and communication studies must embrace transformation and break new ground while up-
holding core disciplinary values, reconcile technological advancement with humanistic concerns, and build a
disciplinary system of journalism and communication studies with Chinese characteristics. These efforts will
facilitate its paradigm shift from boundary defender to a knowledge connector in the wave of New Liberal
Arts initiative.

Key words journalism and communication studies; disciplinary boundaries; new liberal arts

mEEE T S, OO S R Bz it s(IN 430072
LR el N & L R L e 2 A T A
BEERE B W



