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The Interaction between Modern Chinese Literature
Education and Literary Criticism

Focusing on Su Xuelin's Lecture Notes During Her Tenure at National Wuhan University
Han Jiatong (Wuhan University )

Abstract Once modern Chinese literature was incorporated into university curriculum, a dynamic in-
teraction emerged between related educational practices and critical activities, with modern literature educa-
tion facilitating critical production and fostering the first generation of academic critics. As modern Chinese
literature became academically institutionalized, literary criticism took on the character of disciplinary knowl-
edge production, and secured support from university's academic system. In the 1930s, Su Xuelin's modern
literature criticism was developed on the basis of her lecture notes, and in turn facilitated the wider dissemina-
tion of these notes. Before publishing her lecture notes as formal critical essays, Su Xuelin conducted meticu-
lous revision. In doing so, she developed classic interpretations of writers such as Lu Xun and Shen Con-
gwen, which were subsequently incorporated into her classroom instruction and adopted by literary historiog-
raphy. On the one hand, modern literature criticism consolidated its interpretive authority through the educa-
tional system; on the other hand, while the disciplinization of modern literature drove critical output, critical
activities also contributed to the refinement and deepening of lecture notes, promoting their transformation in-
to classic literary history works. Thus, the interaction between modern literature education and criticism
formed a chain of production, dissemination and canonization for modern literature knowledge.

Key words Su Xuelin; modern Chinese literature education; knowledge production; National Wuhan

University
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