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On the Overlapping Publicity Mechanisms in Digital Society

An Investigation Based on Three Tech-for-public-welfare Programs

Luo Jing (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract The mechanisms of publicity in modern society have been continuously enriched, evolving
from a personalized mechanism based on interpersonal interaction to an impersonal mechanism grounded in
abstract institutions, then to a virtual-personalized mechanism based on digital space with the intervention of
digital technology. From the development of three tech-for-public-welfare programs, the application of digital
technology has made the connection between individuals and the public diversified and mechanisms of pub-
licity overlapping through digital space. In the exploration of Chinese modernization, the social governance
system based on collaboration, participation, and shared benefits provides a strong support for the people to
play their principal role, which integrates the different mechanisms of publicity at the top-level design, consis-
tent with the overlapping mechanisms emerged in practice. Further improving this social governance system
can effectively respond to the opportunities and challenges brought about by digital technology.

Key words digital technology; digital society; publicity; social governance; Chinese Modernization;

public welfare practices; collaboration, participation, and shared benefits
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