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A Study on the Measurement of Industrial and Employment
Growth Effects of the Silver Economy

An Analytical Framework Based on Input-output Table
Kang Rui (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract Developing the silver economy helps tackle population aging, stimulate market vitality, and
expand employment. On the basis of compiling an input-output table for the silver economy, this paper quanti-
fies its effects on industrial and employment growth. The results reveal that: First, from 2013 to 2023, the sil-
ver economy exerted prominent and increasingly strengthening industrial and employment growth. In 2023,
legal entities and employees in the pure silver economy accounted for 6.47% and 6.13% of the national econ-
omy respectively. Meanwhile, the silver economy generated spillover effects in driving other industrial sec-
tors, creating 3.105 million legal entities and supporting 35.1698 million jobs. Second, projections indicate
that by 2035, the proportion of industries and employment driven by the silver economy will increase to
10.70% and 10.20% respectively, generating 5.7882 million legal entities and 53.7664 million jobs. Third, the
silver service industry is an important engine for the development of the silver economy, accounting for
6.53% of the overall national economy but only 3.46% of total employment. Forth, significant regional dispar-
ities exist across China's 31 provinces, with the eastern and some central regions serving as primary contribu-
tors to industrial and employment growth within the silver economy. Accordingly, efforts should be made to
vigorously develop the silver economy to unleash its growth potential in industries and employment, by estab-
lishing close industrial linkages to drive the growth of other related industries, promoting employment via in-
dustrial development in silver service sectors, and tackling regional development imbalances.

Key words the silver economy; industry; employment; input-output table
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