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On the Commodification of Labor Power and a Critique Of
The "Theory of Knowledge Value" in the Intelligent Era

Cheng Meng (Wuhan University )

Abstract Starting from the fact that labor power has become a commodity in capitalist society, Karl
Marx revealed the deficiencies of the classical political economy's labor theory of value, established the theo-
ry of surplus value and laid scientific foundation for socialism. In Marx's view, the equality embodied in the
commodification of labor power is merely formal, as it effectively masks the exploitation of labor by capital.
In the artificial intelligence era, the so-called "theory of knowledge value" attempts to refute the theory of sur-
plus value by invoking changes in labor form and value formation resulting from the intelligent transforma-
tion of the capitalist economy. In fact, this view seriously confuses the increased role of knowledge in value
creation with an actual shift in the source of value. As a concrete form of labor, intellectual labor creates use
value rather than value itself, while abstract labor constitutes the sole source of value. Particularly, the com-
moditified intellectual labor force is appropriated by capital within intelligent production and incorporated in-
to a part of the "general worker", a formation that constitutes precisely the contemporary modality of surplus
value production. In this regard, capitalism's fundamental contradiction between the socialized production
and the private ownership of the means of production manifests as the antithesis between the socialization of
knowledge and the privatization of capital, thereby intensifying inequality. To solve the above problems, it is
imperative to liberate "general intelligence" through socialist public ownership, thereby moving from formal
equality to substantive equality.

Key words labor commodification; theory of surplus value; artificial intelligence; theory of knowledge

value; general intellect
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