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The Special Historical Narratives of '""Climate'" and "Health'" In
Modern Southern Treaty Ports
A Case Study of Fuzhou as "the Healthiest Port" in the 1840s and 1850s

Meng Aiyun, Liu Xinyu (Northeast Normal University)

Abstract The role of colonial climate discourse in imperialism and colonial undertakings has long oc-
cupied scholarly attention. High mortality rates among modern Western colonizers across the tropical regions
of the Global South aroused anxiety about the link between southern climate and human health. In sharp con-
trast, Fuzhou, one of the five treaty ports, was regarded as a salubrious port city by Western visitors in the ear-
ly period of port opening and even "the healthiest port city" according to some Protestant missionaries' cli-
mate narratives based on meteorological observations, personal perceptions, geographical imaginations and
local practices. Their understandings of Fuzhou's climate constituted a localized expression of global colonial
climate discourse. By distinguishing the "healthy" non-tropical environment of Fuzhou from the "deadly"
tropical regions, they consolidated the global climatic classification system of Western imperialism. The
spread of epidemics among the Western community in Fuzhou during the 1850s temporarily challenged such
established narrative. Faced with growing doubts over regional climatic conditions, Westerners defended their
discourse on Fuzhou's salubrity by resorting to the medical theory of climatic acclimatization. This theory not
only encapsulates the interactions between Western sojourners and Fuzhou's urban environment in the early
treaty-port era, but also represented a unique historical colonial narrative forged by Westerners regarding
modern Chinese treaty ports under global colonial discourse.

Key words treaty-port; climate; health; historical narrative; global colonial discourse
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