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The Evolving Perception and Image Presentation of the Red Army's
Long March in British and American Newspapers(1934-1936)

Wang Chuan (Sichuan Normal University)

Zhi Lingyan (Southwest Minzu University)

Abstract The Chinese Red Army, led by the Communist Party of China, achieved the great victory of
the Long March in the 1930s, which was widely reported by domestic and foreign media at that time. A re-
view of British and American newspaper coverage from the same period reveals the image of the Red Army's
Long March constructed by these outlets. Their coverage evolved from initial ignorance and distortion, via
mid-stage doubt and speculation, and ultimately to relative clear and objective accounts. Their perception of
the Red Army's Long March also gradually changed from early abstract, vague and hostile labels such as "red
bandits" and "rebellion", to mid-period depictions of "peasants" and "guerrillas", and finally to a relatively
neutral and objective narrative of "Red Movement" characterized by terms such as "Red Army", "march" and
"resistance against Japanese aggression". Setting aside their bias, incomplete news information, and improper
diction, their coverage, to a certain extent, established a relatively objective image of the Red Army's Long
March, playing a historical role in refuting the Kuomintang propaganda and facilitating the international un-
derstanding of China, the Communist Party of China and the Red Army.

Key words Long March of the Red Army; British and American newspapers; image of the Red Army;

the international community; historical significance
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