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On Structural Transformation of International Rule of Law
And China's Innovation

Theoretical Construction and Practical Logic of International Rule of Law In

Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law
Zhou Xiaoming (Wuhan University)

Abstract In recent years, the global governance system has undergone profound restructuring, and in-
ternational rule of law has experienced structural transformation, characterized by multi-actor participation,
networked operation, normative fragmentation and the game of diverse values. Traditional theoretical para-
digms of the international rule of law—procedural, substantive, and functional—as well as existing interna-
tional and regional legal practices find them overstretched in addressing these transformations. The series of
arguments on international rule of law within Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law provides a systematic
response to these changes from four dimensions of actors, structure, rules and values. First, they redefine the
interaction logic among participants in international rule of law through substantive sovereign equality and
win-win cooperation, expanding the practical space for the participation of diverse actors by constructing a
new type of international relations as the practical path. Second, they reconfigure power distribution of inter-
national rule of law with true multilateralism, advancing the shift from power-dominated to consultative co-
governance via mechanisms of extensive consultation, joint contribution and benefit sharing. Third, they re-
spond to the challenges of normative fragmentation through openness, inclusiveness and sustainable develop-
ment, while promoting compliance, alignment and coordination of rules through a multidimensional frame-
work of action. Fourth, they consolidate the legitimacy of international rule of law with common values of hu-
manity and forge a broader global consensus amid value pluralism. By integrating theory with practice, Xi
Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law advances international rule of law along a cooperative, co-governed and
sustainable trajectory.

Key words Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law; international rule of law; global governance; com-

munity with a shared future for mankind; multilateralism; "Global South"; global public goods
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