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Community-based Agriculture and Chinese
Agricultural Modernization

Sun Xinhua (Anhui University)

Abstract China's agricultural modernization has not only economic attributes, but also community at-
tributes. Incorporating a community perspective into the economic perspective helps deepen the understand-
ing of Chinese agricultural modernization. From a community perspective, China has embarked on a commu-
nity-based path to agricultural modernization distinct from that of western countries. The path is characterized
by the community endogeneity of agricultural operators, community diversity of agricultural operation scales,
and community subjectivity of agricultural management decisions, thus better facilitating the coordinated ad-
vancement of agricultural modernization and rural modernization. The continuity and development of China's
community-based agriculture are mainly determined by the unique relational, demographic and institutional
structure of China's rural communities. The relational and demographic structure of rural communities direct-
ly shape China's agricultural operators and the scale of agricultural operations, and farmers and communities
being able to choose appropriate agricultural management modes is fundamentally determined by the rural in-
stitutional structure established by the Party and the government. In the process of rural revitalization, only by
continuing to uphold and develop community-oriented agriculture can China's path of agricultural and rural
modernization road remain stable and enduring.

Key words community-based agriculture; non-community-based agriculture; agricultural moderniza-
tion; smallholder farmers; new types of agricultural operating entities; population structure; agricultural opera-

tion scale; Chinese modernization
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