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Fish Shops, Fish Customers and Market Networks in Hubei
Province during the Late Qing Dynasty
And the Republic of China

Xu Bin (Shenzhen University )

Abstract Though fishermen were frequently excluded from land-based society, forming a self-con-
tained water-based community, they had no alternative but to interact with it since their fish cargo required
immediate sale. Due to people's preference for fresh fish and the constraints of fresh-keeping and other tech-
nologies, the sales of aquatic products during the late Qing and Republican periods were localized. On the
one hand, this resulted in a three-tier market structure consisting of grassroots fish markets, intermediate fish
markets and central fish markets; on the other hand, it also fostered close connections between fishermen, fish
shops and fish dealers, developing acquaintance-based ethical relationships that became the nodes connecting
fishermen with land-based society. After the victory of the Chinese People's War of Resistance Against Japa-
nese Aggression, the Nationalist Government attempted to establish a government-led fish market with the
participation of merchants, and to intervene state power in the field of economic circulation. However, this
move was met with resistance from fish shops, fish dealers and ultimately ran aground. The game and ebb
and flow between the market and government power run through the entire process of China's modernization,
becoming an important clue for understanding the historical development of modern China.

Key words fish shops; market network; water-based society; trade associations; Hubei province

B EEET RO, WIIRE SRR, TR I 518061,
W SEERE O



