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On the Realities of Landowners' Land Tax and Grain Payment
In Jiangnan During the Late Qing Dynasty

A Study Based on Liu Zhaoxun's Diary
Fan Jinmin (Nanjing University )

Abstract  Liu Zhaoxun's Diary offers a systematic and detailed record of the annual processes,
amounts, and methods of land tax and grain payments from the 9th year of Emperor Xianfeng's reign (1859)
to the 15th year of Emperor Guangxu's reign (1889). Jiangnan landowners originally had to travel to county
or township grain bureaus to pay grain tax, which was time-consuming and arduous, especially before the
Taiping Rebellion (1851-1864) when taxes were paid in kind—involving strenuous grain bagging, transport
and delivering grains to granaries. After the Tongzhi Restoration, Liu first paid taxes in silver, and later tax
clerks collected payment at his home, relieving him of previous hardship, although his overall tax burden may
have increased. To pay the taxes on time, Liu was required to verify his land acreage, complete land title
transfer and documentation procedures, report the actual area of his fields, and sort out tax payment certifi-
cates in advance each year to confirm the amount due. He also needed to maintain good relationship with tax
clerks during the payment process. In most years, Liu paid over 70 percent of his tax liability, which account-
ed for approximately one-fifth of his annual rental income. Compared to his father's generation during Emper-
or Jiaqing's and Emperor Daoguang's reigns, despite the tax reductions in the early years of Emperor Tong-
zhi's reign, the actual taxation burden for landowners in counties such as Wujiang did not actually ease.

Key words Liu Zhaoxun's Diary; Jiangnan during the Late Qing Dynasty; land tax and grain payment
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