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A Historical Materialist Interpretation of the Self-evidence
Of Chinese Culture

Han Meiqun (China University of Geosciences, Wuhan )

Abstract In the theoretical exploration of the self-evidence of Chinese culture, several cognitive limita-
tions warrant attention: an ontological tendency of neglecting its historical generative logic by taking cultural
self-evidence as a transhistorical entity; a methodological limitation of obscuring its realistic foundations by
severing the dialectical relationship between material and spiritual dimensions; a epistemological tendency to
fall into static essentialist cognition, making it difficult to grasp its historical evolutionary characteristics.
These cognitive limitations have placed Chinese culture in an interpretive predicament when responding to
the impacts of modernity and Western cultural influence. However, Marxist historical materialism profoundly
reveals the general laws of human social development, providing a scientific guide for the systematic interpre-
tation of the self-evidence of Chinese culture. Its self-evidence is deeply rooted in the long-term material pro-
duction and civilizational evolution of the Chinese nation, manifesting comprehensively in five interrelated
aspects: historical formation as the generative foundation, subjective motivation reflecting practical con-
sciousness, historical resilience as the code of continuity, endogenous motivation containing innovative mo-
mentum and consensus forging enabling pluralistic integration. Against the backdrop of building China into a
strong socialist cultural powerhouse, constructing and improving this cognitive system provide important the-
oretical support for promoting the construction of a new form of human civilization.

Key words Chinese culture; self-evidence; socialism with Chinese characteristics; new form of human

civilization
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