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The Dual Network Embedding and the Entrepreneurial
Resilience of Migrant Workers

Rui Zhengyun, Shi Qinghua (Shanghai JiaoTong University )

Abstract Previous studies on migrant workers' entrepreneurship have underscored the critical role of
external network embedding, but yet they have seldom explored its impact on entrepreneurial resilience, nor
have they explored the interaction and spatio-temporal differences among different types of network embed-
ding. Drawing on entrepreneurial network theory, this paper explores the influence mechanism of dual net-
work (social network and Internet) embedding on the entrepreneurial resilience of migrant workers, with an
empirical study conducted via regression analysis. The finding reveal that: (1) Both social network embed-
ding and Internet embedding positively contribute to migrant workers' entrepreneurial resilience, with the for-
mer exhibiting a stronger effect; the parallel embedding of social networks and the Internet has a synergistic
effect. (2) Entrepreneurial reflexivity mediates the relationship between dual network embedding and entre-
preneurial resilience. (3) The prior industry experience of migrant worker entrepreneurs positively moderates
the relationship between Internet embedding and entrepreneurial resilience, while their previous functional ex-
perience mainly positively moderates the relationship between social network embedding and entrepreneurial
resilience. (4) From the perspective of the heterogeneity of entrepreneurial stages, social network embedding
has a greater impact on the entrepreneurial resilience of migrant workers in the start-up stage, whereas Inter-
net embedding becomes more critical in the growth stage. The subgroup regression analysis by urban-rural
classification shows that migrant workers who start businesses in cities are more affected by social network
embedding, while those who return to their hometowns to start businesses are more affected by Internet em-
bedding.
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