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The People-oriented Ideology in San Li and Its
Modern Transformation

Yang Hua , Wang Qian (Wuhan University)

Abstract In San Li (Three Ritual Texts of Yi Li, Zhou Li and Li Ji), the term "min (people)" primarily
refers to two social strata of the Zhou dynasty: the shi (lower nobility/educated elite) and shuren (common-
ers), encompassing laborers engaged in agriculture, industry and commerce. San Li is rich in people-centered
ideology and institutional designs, emphasizing ritual-music education for the populace, though their perspec-
tives vary. Yili (The Book of Rites of the Zhou Dynasty) is not merely a set of rules for aristocratic etiquette
but also addresses the material life and customs of the common people. Zhou Li (The Rites of Zhou) stipulates
that the government must educate, sustain and rule the people, prioritizing their livelihoods and public will. Li
Ji (The Book of Rites) emphasizes loving and compassionately caring for the people. The People-oriented ide-
ology in San Li exerted significant influence in modern China. Scholars such as Sun Yirang and political fig-
ures like Sun Yat-sen drew ideological inspiration from these texts and advocated for the establishment of
democratic systems in China, emphasizing the need to enlighten the populace, safeguard civil rights and en-
sure people's livelihoods. The discourse on the people in San Li remain relevant today, offering value in en-
hancing national quality and reinforcing China's image as a "nation of etiquette".

Key words San Li; ritual-music education; people-centered ideology
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