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New Evidence on the Initial Establishment of the Qin Dynasty's
Dongting and Cangwu Commanderies

Chen Wei( Wuhan University )

Abstract The Dongting and Cangwu commanderies as seen in the unearthed Jiandu (bamboo slips and
wooden tablets) documents roughly correspond to the Qianzhong and Changsha commanderies recorded in
historical texts. Among the recently published Liye Qin slips and tablets (Qin dynasty administrative records),
two tablets numbered 7-1 and 7-12, reveal valuable information regarding the initial establishment of these
two commanderies. Tablet No. 7-1 confirms that Changsha county fell under Dongting commandery's juris-
diction and likely served as the seat of the commandery, while tablet No. 7-12 noted Changsha county and
Xin Wuling county as two regional centers within the Dongting commandery. Based on this evidence, it can
be inferred that Dongting commandery was established around the 11th month of the 25th year (222 BCE) of
Qin Shi Huang's reign or slightly earlier, with Changsha county serving as the commandery seat. Military
campaigns continued southward, incorporating more territories. Subsequently, around the 10th month of the
26th year (221 BCE) or slightly later, the area centered around Changsha was separated from Dongting com-

mandery, along with the newly conquered territories in the south and was designated as Cangwu commandery.

Key words Liye Qinslips and tablets; Dongting commandery; Cangwu commandery; Changsha county
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