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The Three Patterns of Reception of Chinese Classical Novels
In the Joseon Dynasty

Chen Wenxin (Wuhan University )

Abstract The Chinese classical novels can be broadly categorized into three types regarding their re-
ceptions in the Joseon dynasty (Korea): Firstly, works that enjoyed moderate popularity in China but achieved
immense acclaim in the Korean Peninsula, exemplified by Qu You's Jiandeng Xinhua (37 *T #7 #%) from the
early Ming period; Secondly, works that were widely celebrated both in China and the Korean Peninsula, rep-
resented by ShiShuo Xinyu (#3837 45, A New Account of Tales of the World) and Sanguo Yanyi (= B 78 X,
Romance of the Three Kingdoms); Thirdly, works that enjoyed great popularity in China but received compar-
atively little attention in the Korean Peninsula, such as Shuihu Zhuan (7% # 4% , Water Margin) and Honglou
Meng (4 #: %, Dream of the Red Chamber). Several factors might contribute to these disparities. One is
unique historical circumstances; for example, Jiandeng Xinhua was long banned in China, while the Imjin
War (Japanese invasions of Korea, 1592-1598) fueled the Joseon populace's fervor for Sanguo Yanyi. Another
is elite patronage; both Shishuo Xinyu and Jiandeng Xinhua were highly esteemed by the intellectual elite and
even the royalty in the Joseon dynasty. A third is linguistic barriers; as Shuihu Zhuan and Honglou Meng were
written in vernacular Chinese, proved challenging for Joseon scholars more accustomed to classical Chinese.
The last one might be textual styles; the narrative and expressive features of Shuihu Zhuan and Honglou
Meng are more subject to misinterpretation compared to those of Shishuo Xinyu, Jiandeng Xinhua, and San-
guo Yanyi.

Key words Joseon dynasty; Chinese classical novels; Jiandeng Xinhua; Sanguo Yanyi

W EEE T BRSO, OO ICABE8UR  #1E 5L 430072,
B RERE (5



