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The Overlapping and Differentiation Mechanism of Traditional
Villages' ""Physical-representational' Spaces

An Empirical Study from the Great Wall National Cultural Park

Pang Yating (Shanxi University )
Tery N. Clark (University of Chicago)

Abstract Traditional villages serve as crucial spatial carriers of Chinese agricultural civilization. Their
conservation and development have evolved beyond mere physical preservation to a holistic exploration of
the internal spatial structure and cultural significance. Within the Great Wall National Cultural Park, these vil-
lages exhibit pronounced imbalanced distribution and regional differentiation in both physical and representa-
tional dimensions. This spatial patterning arises from the multidimensional interplay of factors such as the nat-
ural environmental base, cultural heritage policies, and regional development processes. To address these dis-
parities, it is possible to establish cultural-ecological compensation zones to mitigate the core-periphery spa-
tial gradient, innovate cross-scale governance networks, and employ scene-based regeneration strategies.
These approaches can translate national and cultural symbols, revitalize ritual spaces, and enhance embodied
experiences, thereby reconstructing the organic connection among "people—place—culture". Such efforts will
facilitate the transition of traditional villages from a "heritage discourse" to "spatial production", ultimately
improving the effectiveness of their integrated conservation.

Key words traditional villages; physical space; representational space; the Great Wall National Cultur-
al Park
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