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From Media Performance to Cultural Identity:
The Operational Mechanism of Rural Digital Memory Space

Chen Bo, Tu Xiaohan (Wuhan University )

Abstract Under the background of in-depth development of digitalization, the rural digital memory
space is undergoing a profound transformation from local physical venues to virtual digital realms, with its
operation taking on a logical progression from object to subject and from individual to society. At the level of
media performance, it has constructed digital platform for performance through landscape transplantation,
scenario construction, and ritual interaction. In terms of embodied perception, virtual visits and digital roam-
ing will offer users a progressive perception from sensory engagement, emotional awakening to memory acti-
vation. Regarding cultural identity, rural social memories resonate with individual memories, manifesting
three modes of cultural identity: heritage identity, consumption identity, and resistance identity. Under the the-
oretical model of "Performance—Perception—Identity", rural digital memory space exhibits an operational
mechanism with contents manifested by symbolic performance, situational experience shaped by subjective
perception, and meaning coalescence facilitated by group identity.

Key words rural memory; digital space; media performance; embodied perception; cultural identity
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