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On the Dispute Resolution Capacity of Village-level
Organizations in Strengthening Rule of Law in Rural Areas

Yin Zi (Central China Normal University)

Abstract In strengthening rule of law in rural areas, the dispute resolution capacity of village-level or-
ganizations is reflected in their ability to effectively resolve daily social disputes by comprehensively utiliz-
ing various dispute resolution resources. Judged by effectiveness of rule of law in dispute resolution, village-
level organizations face challenges in their dispute resolution capability, with some of them far from satisfac-
tory. Under the background of loosening social relationships in rural areas, the hierarchical model of rural
governance is not conducive to the accumulation of dispute resolution authority for village organizations and
undermines their initiatives. In terms of its composition, the dispute resolution capacity of village-level orga-
nizations should include the dispute resolution capacity tailored to the characteristics of rural disputes, the dis-
pute resolution responsiveness meeting the needs of rural dispute resolution and the dispute resolution supply
capacity facilitating the effective provision of dispute resolution resources. Therefore, the strengthening of
dispute resolution capacity of village-level organizations should not only tap into the local resources within
rural society, but also strengthen the overall planning and integration of those resources. Specifically, it in-
cludes building the accumulation mechanism of dispute resolution authority to activate dispute resolution re-
sources, improving the alignment between diversified supply of dispute resolution resources and actual needs
and enhancing the efficiency of public legal resources through Party-government coordination. Only in this
way, can the dispute resolution capacity of village-level organizations be substantially improved and the gov-
ernance goal of effectively defusing social conflicts in strengthening rule of law in rural areas be achieved.

Key words rule of law in rural areas; rural disputes; village level organization; dispute resolution ca-

pacity; dispute resolution resources; effective governance
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