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Metaphorical Transformations of the Cultural Concept of Yuan (%)
In the History of Chinese Online Dating

Xiao Jun, Chang Le (Wuhan University)

Abstract The history of the Chinese internet is deeply intertwined with traditional Chinese culture and
its unique characteristics. As an iconic concept in Chinese cultural heritage, Yuan (%, fateful encounter or
serendipity) finds its habitat, transformation, and evolution throughout the 26-year history of online dating in
China, exerting a profound impact on people's emotional perceptions and social interactions. Drawing on
Qian Zhongshu's theory that "a metaphor possesses two handles and multiple sides", it can be argued that the
concept of yuan in the history of Chinese online dating has undergone three stages of metaphorical evolution:
controllable and searchable yuan (1998-2010) characterized by users actively "searching for soul mates", al-
gorithmically allocated yuan (2011-2017) characterized by personalized recommendations for "the right one"
via algorithms, and gamified and consumerist yuan (2018-2024), a playful, consumption-driven approach to
yuan with the scenario shift "from blind date corners in parks to Disneyland". These developments mark a
transformation from traditionally fate-determined relationships to complex, digitally mediated intimacies in
the digital media ecology, which has fostered a tripartite meaning-generation mechanism interweaving media
evolution, metaphorical connotations, and affective attitudes. As the construction of a digital China advances,
the concept of yuan holds potential for global dialogue; its inclusivity and adaptability may offer solutions to
anxieties arising from fluid relationships, serving as a positive force against digital loneliness for mankind.

Key words  yuan(%); Chinese internet history; online dating; digital intimacy; metaphor
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