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The Critique of Capital Innovation Logic and the Development Of
New Quality Productive Forces "'in Light of Actual Conditions"'

Sang Mingxu (Suzhou University )

Abstract To steadily and sustainably advance Chinese modernization on the new journey in New Era,
it is necessary to develop new quality productive forces tailored to local conditions, thereby injecting internal
momentum while also drawing theoretical guidance from Marx's theory of productive forces. Marx's produc-
tivity theory not only addresses the general principles governing human social development, but also delves
concretely into the historical practice of modern society. In Marx's view, the dominant factor driving produc-
tivity development in modern society is capital innovation; to maximize profits and alleviate crises, capital
will constantly create new technologies, management models, consumption patterns, industries, space config-
urations, and cultural forms, thereby propelling productivity forward. From Marx's day to contemporary
times, the development of global productive forces has achieved qualitative leaps, with capital's innovative
logic remaining the central thread throughout. Today, confronted with new profit opportunities brought about
by the structural adjustments in social demand, and with traditional crisis-mitigation methods reaching the
limit of physical production resources, capital has initiated an unprecedented wave of innovation by retreating
from its dominant role, which has driven a major shift in global productivity development from resource-driv-
en to innovation-driven growth. Based on the critical perspective of Marx's capital innovation logic, the devel-
opment of new quality productive forces "in light of actual conditions" in contemporary China, should not on-
ly be based on the specific realities of different regions, but also focus on the commonalities and differences
between China's productivity development and global trend; it necessitates fully harnessing the "civilized" as-
pects of capital while guarding against its perverse influences in the "dance with the wolf'. Amid immense
changes in the intertwined "domestic and international landscapes", the innovation of capital, the retreat of
capital's subjectivity, the development of new-quality productive forces, and the progress of human society to-
ward a genuine community, in essence, aligned along the same path.

Key words new quality productive forces; the logic of capital innovation; Chinese path to moderniza-

tion; Marx's theory of productive forces
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