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An Interdisciplinary Interpretation of Young Marx's
Critique of Religion

Li Zhi (Wuhan University )

Abstract As the beginning of young Marx's theoretical exploration, his critique of religion has long
been regarded as a classic critique of philosophy, yet the reality proves unexpectedly nuanced. Marx's legal
education, sensitivity to political issues, engagement with social issues and historical facts, and prominent in-
terest in political economy, collectively shaped his critique of religion into a dynamic interplay of law and phi-
losophy, a convergence of political-religious inquiries, and an overlapping of historical investigation and cri-
tique of political economy across distinct intellectual phases. On the road of Marx's transition to historical ma-
terialism, his critique of religion remained a persistent presence, repeatedly displaying an interdisciplinary na-
ture and realizing the leap from ideological critique to holistic critique of reality. Revealing the multidisci-
plinary elements contained in young Marx's critique of religion will provide a more imaginative, transparent
and multidimensional space for understanding historical materialism and its intellectual origins.

Key words  young Marx; critique of religion; interdisciplinary
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