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The Marxist Ethno-historical Perspective and the Deconstruction
And Reconstruction of Global Historical Narratives on Nations

A Study Based on Theories and Practices from the 19th to the 21st Century
Yuan Nianxing, Zhou Tengling (Wuhan University of Science and Technology )

Abstract The Marxist ethno-historical perspective, grounded in the theoretical foundations of histori-
cal materialism, has deconstructed the theoretical underpinnings of Eurocentric historical narratives and their
underlying linear view of history through a philosophical critique of Enlightenment rationalism and a disman-
tling of romanticized national narratives, thereby revealing its critical potential in the era of globalization.
During the post-war decolonization movements, the Marxist ethno-historical perspective further evolved into
the subaltern historical narratives as seen in the Indian Subaltern Studies group, African anti-colonial histori-
ography, and class analyses based on social structures in Latin America. Together, these constitute a theoreti-
cal genealogy that transcends Western intellectual hegemony. Chinese historiography, after adapting Marxist
ethnic theory to the Chinese context, has established a "people-centered" historical interpretation framework,
and reshaped the historical narrative model of a unified multiethnic country within the dialectical logic of
"plurality and integration". The dual dimensions of critique and constructivism inherent in the Marxist ethno-
historical perspective not only provide analytical tools for correcting cognitive biases resulting from cultural
hegemony, but also lay a theoretical foundation for establishing a historical interpretation system involving
multiple participants, ultimately ensuring that ethnic historical narratives truly become an intellectual practice
that promotes mutual learning among civilizations.

Key words Marxist ethno-historical perspective; global ethnic history; historical materialism
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