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The Significance of the Cairo Declaration and the Potsdam
Proclamation for China's Protection of Territorial And
Maritime Sovereignty

Hu Dekun (Wuhan University )

Abstract The year 2025 marks the 80th anniversary of the victories in the Chinese People's War of Re-
sistance Against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist War. The Cairo Declaration and the Pots-
dam Proclamation are resolutions jointly agreed upon and concluded by the four major Allied powers—Chi-
na, the United States, the United Kingdom and the Soviet Union—during the War, and they continue to hold
both historical significance and contemporary relevance. In late November 1943, the leaders of China, the
United States and the United Kingdom convened the Cairo Conference, the first of a series of wartime allied
summits. The Cairo Declaration, adopted at the conference, articulated that the Allies aimed only to stop and
punish Japanese aggression, demanding Japan restitute the territories it had occupied through colonial expan-
sion to China and other relevant nations. The Cairo Declaration, later recognized by the Soviet Union, be-
came a collective decision of the wartime allies. On July 26, 1945, China, the United States and the United
Kingdom issued the Potsdam Proclamation, urging Japan's unconditional surrender and reaffirming that the
terms of the Cairo Conference shall be implemented. It specified that Japan's territorial boundaries were limit-
ed to Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu, Shikoku, and other minor islands as determined by the Allies. The Potsdam
Proclamation, later joined by the Soviet Union, became another collective decision of the wartime Allies. As a
result, the Cairo Declaration and the Potsdam Proclamation became the bedrock of international rules and le-
gal principles governing the postwar reconstruction of the East Asian international order. However, the US-
led San Francisco Peace Treaty altered the allies' stipulations regarding the territories of East Asian nations,
becoming the root source of territorial and maritime disputes between China and Japan over Diaoyu Islands,
China's Taiwan Straits issue, and conflicts over maritime rights in the South China Sea between China and its
neighboring countries. Therefore, when we revisit the original provisions of the Cairo Declaration and the
Potsdam Proclamation to examine China's territorial and maritime disputes with its neighbors, we find that
these two historical documents not only constitute the international norms and legal basis for postwar China's
recovery of lost territories but also serve as potent instruments for defending China's territorial and maritime
rights today, carrying profound historical significance and contemporary relevance.

Key words World Anti-Fascist War; Chinese War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression; Cairo

Declaration; Potsdam Proclamation; territorial and maritime sovereignty
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