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On Constructing a Poetic System of the Reception And
Dissemination of Modern Chinese Poetry

Fang Chang'an (Wuhan University )

Abstract The Poetics of the dissemination and reception of Chinese new poetry is a theoretical summa-
ry of the characteristics, operational laws, and poetic functions of the dissemination and reception of new po-
etry, based on the historical facts of the dissemination and reception of new poetry over the past century and
the relevant discourses on dissemination and reception. As a poetics, its theoretical system consists of a con-
ceptual framework, theoretical space and core concepts. The overarching concept, "the poetics of the recep-
tion and dissemination of modern Chinese poetry"”, is founded on four essential root concepts of China, mod-
ern poetry, dissemination and reception, and poetics, which determine the fundamental nature of the theoreti-
cal system. The theoretical space includes the genealogies of concepts regarding the dissemination and recep-
tion of new poetry over the past century, the poetic characteristics of dissemination and reception, the relation-
ships between dissemination/reception and modern poetic creation, the formation of poetic imagery, and the
evaluation of poetic value. At its core lies the mechanism of dissemination and reception. This poetics fulfills
four major theoretical functions: revealing the evolutionary patterns of poetic creation, highlighting the dis-
tinctive features of theoretical development of poetic theory, elucidating the process of modern poetic imag-
ery creation, and providing criteria for evaluating the value of modern Chinese poetry. The construction of
this system requires careful balancing of multiple relationships between historical poetics and present-tense
poetics, between historical sedimentation and future development, between subjective spirit and objective re-
ality, between media characteristics and poetic creativity, and between theoretical reflection and poetic prac-
tice.

Key words a poetic system; poetic theory; poetics of dissemination and reception; theory of poetic val-

ue; modern Chinese poetry
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