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On Unresolved Issues about the Transcendence In
"Species-transcending Life"

From Feuerbach, Sartre to Gao Qinghai
Wang Shizhong (Xiamen University )

Abstract Gao Qinghai adopts the concept of "species-transcending life" to denote the characteristics
of human freedom, self-determination, self-awareness, as well as their capacities for agency, transcendence
and holistic integration. The concept is neither the "atheistic species-bound life" in the sense of evolution theo-
ry, nor the "theistic species-bound life" in the sense of Feuerbachian humanism, and still less the "atheistic
species-transcending life" in the sense of Sartrean existentialism. If the Contingency relationship following
the Nominalist Revolution is cited as a reference for elaborating Gao's concept of "species-transcending life",
it is possible not only to overcome the absurdity of the Species Evolution Theory in reducing "species-tran-
scending life" to "species-bound life", the incomplete abandonment of theology in Feuerbachian humanism,
and the lingering influence of Hegelianism that Sartrean existentialism cannot fully escape, but also to pro-
vide a solid argument for the transcendence of "species-transcending life". However, the "species-transcend-
ing life" proposed by Gao cannot be separated from the "species-bound life". Therefore, when elaborating on
the transcendence of "species-transcending life", it is necessary to further refine its methodological signifi-
cance while adhering to the Materialist foundation of Gao's philosophy of human genera.

Key words the species-transcending life; the atheistic species-bound life; the theistic species-bound

life; the atheistic species-transcending life; Anthropologismus; the Philosophy of Human Genera
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