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Identity, Social Mobility and Preference for Redistribution
An Empirical Study Based on CGSS-2015

Guo Yuemei ,Fang Min, Zhang Wentao (Zhongnan University of Economics and Law)

Abstract Reducing the income gap is a key to solving social principal contradictions. The disparity
between urban and rural income is the main cause of inequality, which fundamentally restricts the settlement
of social contradictions. This paper investigates the impact of urban and rural household registration identity
on preferences for redistribution by using the China General Social Survey (CGSS) data in 2015. It was found
that people with agricultural household identity have greater preferences for redistribution and individuals will
have higher tolerance for social inequality if they expect to move upwards in the future. Secondly, by dividing
social mobility into liquidity experience and liquidity expectation, the paper finds that the degree of preferences
for redistribution will be significantly reduced if individuals have experienced upward social mobility in the
past. Thirdly, the impact of liquidity experience is more significant than liquidity expectation for those with
agricultural household identity. As for the government, the key to solving the problem of income inequality is to
construct appropriate institutional arrangements to promote fairness of opportunity and enhance social mobility.

Key words household identity ; social mobility ; preference for redistribution
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