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The Background, Causes, Essence and Countermeasures
of Sino-US Trade War

Chen Jiyong ( Wuhan University)

Abstract The United States used the huge goods trade deficit between the United States and
China as an excuse to provoke Sino-US trade frictions, and used this as an excuse to sanction China in
the areas of investment, trade, etc. Sino-US trade war has become increasingly fierce. Is the huge trade
deficit in goods the really cause of the trade war between China and the United States? This paper
argues that the huge trade deficit in goods is not the fundamental cause of Sino-US trade war. On the
one hand, the huge trade deficit between the United States and China is mainly due to the advanced
technology product export restriction policy of the United States to China, not the export incentive
and import restrictions of China. On the other hand, due to the major defects in the statistical caliber
of the principle of origin and other statistical methods, the goods trade deficit between the United
States and China is inflated, which cannot truly reflect the trade competitiveness and trade interests
between China and the United States. Based on the historical background of Sino-US trade frictions,
this paper holds that the essence of Sino-US trade war is the strategic competition between the old
imperial United States and the rapidly developing Socialist China in the economic and trade field,
which has the characteristics of structure, complexity and long-term nature, and cannot be solved by
reducing the trade surplus with the United States. Therefore, we must analyze scientifically and deal
with it calmly.

Key words  Sino-US trade; trade deficit in goods; trade conflict;trade war; strategic competition
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