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A Legal Interpretation of “the Constitution of the CPC
is the General Constitution”

Zhou Yezhong & Tang Jingye (Wuhan University)

Abstract We always tend to regard “the Constitution of the CPC is the general constitution”
as a conventional political resolution while disregarding its theoretical justification. We can analyze
the reason why the Constitution of the CPC is the general constitution from content, effectiveness
and function. Firstly, the Constitution of CPC condenses the highest rationality of the whole party,
and establishes the basic principles of the Party’s organization and activities, which is the basic law
and standard for the whole Party. Secondly, the Constitution of CPC occupies the highest effect
in the system of inner-party laws and regulations. Constitution of CPC is the fundamental basis
for other inner-party laws and regulations, as well as other inner-party laws and regulations can’t
be incompatible with it. Thirdly, the Constitution of CPC’s role in the construction of the party
is determined by its content and effectiveness, providing a fundamental basis for seeing party self-
governance exercised fully and with rigor. On the historical starting point of socialism with Chinese
characteristics for New Era, the theoretical interpretation of “the Constitution of the CPC is the
general constitution” is not only adding to comprehensive understanding for the Constitution of the
CPC, but also beneficial for putting forward the great new project of Party building.

Key words The Communist Party of China; Constitution of CPC; inner-party laws and regula-

tions; party self-governance exercised fully and with rigor; the construction of the party
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