The Stress of English Compound Words

Hsu Hai - lan

I .
Teaching of the Siress of Compound Words

In our teaching‘of the Iinglish language courses, we have found incorrecs
stress of compound words a common mistake in the pronunciation of our
students, Afier discovering this tvpe of mistake, our teachers have often been
at a loss to know what the correct stress of the compound words appearing in
our textbooks is. Roger Kingdon in his work “The Groundwork of English
Stress”(1958) states that the stressing of English —type compounds presents the
foreign student of the I.;mguage one of his major difficulties, the difficulty
being to know how many stresses the compound takes, The difficulty stated by
Kingdon is our problem. |

In order to solve this problem, I have marked the stress of some compouﬁd
words in the textbooks used by the various classes, from the first to fourth
year gmties during the past year, as the stress of these words has not been
indicated, This list, we hope, will be of use for reference in our teaching. By
- way of preface to this list, I should like to discuss briefly the subject of the
-ﬁmhing of the stress of English co mpounds,

It will be wise first to define the term “a compound word” ora “com-
. pound”. In 4The Groundwork of English Stress”, Kingdon includes under com -
pound words all words that 4re more than bare roots, such as reform prepara-
tion, geography, universal. bedroom, kind - hearted, working class, He then
divides compounds into three types: Romanic-type, Greek —type and English-
type, The first two mentioned examplles, reform and preparation, which are
formed by the addition of prefix or suffix or both to a clearly recognizable root
are classified as Romanic type,

reform=re + jorm(root)

preparation=pre + puﬁ‘n t( rooﬁ) +ion
Greek —type compounds consist of two or more clearly recognizable roots, each
" of which has a semantic entity of its own but does not, as a rule, stand alone as
a separate’ word, “Geography” consisiing of the two roots: Seo+graphy and
_‘universe”' consisting of uni and verse are examples of thé Greek —type com-
pounds. English—type compounds consist of two or more independent words,
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" such as bedroom, kind — hearted and wox:king class, It is general, however, for
philologists to classify what Kirgdon calls Romanic—type compounds as deri-
vatives and only what he calls English ~ type compounds as compounds,
Jesperson, in “A. Modern English Grammar”?, Part VI, Boomfield in his book
“Language” (1959), and Sweet in “A New English Grammar”, all so use the
term, T};erefore a compound word or a compound, as we use it, consists of two
or more independent words fuﬁctioning as one word,_ A compound may be writ—
ten in three different ways. It may be a solid word, as bedroom; a hyphenated
word, as kind ~ hearted; or two separate words, as working class,

The correct stress of compound words proves difficult for the Chinese
student for a number of causes, The first of these is their very composition,
Compounds are composed of two independent words, say, an adjective plus a
noun as in. “National Day™. Its construction is the same as that of an ordinary
phrase such as “lovely day” The rules of sontence stress réquire that both
of the words in an ordinary phrase be 'stresséd, «lovely ‘day”, but the
compdund, «National Day”, has only one stress, “’National Day”. Similarly a
phrase made up of a participle plus a noun, “laughing children”, takes stresses
on each word , whereas the compound “rﬂa.ding—room” similar in form, has only
a smgle stress on the first word, “’reading —room?”,

If the rule were that compounds have only a single stress on the first mem-
ber, the difficulty would be simplified, Bloomfield'in “Language” does so hold
in section 14,2, where he states that “ice cream” is a compound when it has a
single stress onthe first elemeni “’ice ~cream”, but when it has two stresses

“jce ‘cream”, % is a phrase. although there is no denotative difference between,
the tvwo in meaning, Unfortunately this is not the case, as Jesperson pointed out,
askinlg “How™ about “head ’master” and “’stone ‘wall” undeniably compound

words with two stresses? (Jesperson: A Modern English Grammar Part VI,
Section 8,1) Also compare “'reading —room” with "“working ‘class”,

The stress of compound wdrds follows the most prevalent general tendency
in English stress-to be recessive-to move toward the first syllable, But stress
dn the first eiement of a compound is far from a fixed rulé', Certain principles
can explain sorae of the exceptions, but many of the explanations are leaky., The
stress forms of many words ‘conﬁict with each other, of which I zive some
examples from Kenyon’s “American Pirounnciation”, (1946), Section 127. Some
compounds allow either siress, level or two stresses, or. single siress; other
compounds take only the single stress, as"oak *tree or ’oak tree, ‘apple ‘pie and.
'apple iree, Kenyon asks, ’Can you think of a plausiblel reason why we can say
either ‘oak tree or ‘oak ‘tree, but canrot say ’apple ’tree, but only ‘apple tree,
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but must say ‘apple ‘pie? “This lack of simple, fixed rules for the stressinz of
corapounds is the second cause of the dif{ iculty of the foreigh studeat.

A third reason is found in the fact tha compnunds are raally established
collocat1on°.1wh1ch when written as separate words are deSngqh?ane in form
from an unestablished or ordmary collocation, Collocaiions series of two or
more words, set phrases, having a corporate meaning, are ever in the process

~of formation in a living lnaguage 11ne English, Collocuiions “vhizh have come
.lm.o frequent use, establish themselves so ¢had they ‘become thioight of as estab -
{ished words of {he langﬁage —compounds . ‘When {his ocg':ux';., a chanse from the
phrase stress to a single siress may take place. A foreign student of the lan-

. guage, would have no way Lo recognize a newly esur.bhshed collocation, a com-
pound, from an ordinary one, such as reading room from smiling mothers or
ball game from a closg game, for insiance, -

‘ Fourthly, even when the form of the compound, which is wwritien as one
word or is -hyi:;hena‘i:ed idensifies the compound, a Joreign s! sudent of the lan-
guage would have dlfflcu1t3 in knowing how many stresscsrio give the word,
because of his lack of experignce with the language, Many of ihe words studied
in the first term of the first— year are cumpou-ﬁda taking a single siress, such
as “’National Pay" and “Youth Day” These 4wo words are compounds with a
.single siress en the first word, They are new words in Lesson Twelve, In
Lesson Sevcn, the students learned the rules for sentence stress according to

whnch this compound should have.two suresses People {0 whom the language is

their mother tongue learn the correct siressing of all the commonly used com-

pouhds, such as bedroom, bathroom, milk boti{le through the ear from baby-
hood, From the knowledge of the stress of {hese wofas they ‘can unconsciously
by induction pronounce correctly the majority of newly encountered compounds
in reading, '0):'J what is more likely the case, they learn the proper stress of new
compounds throughﬁe ear in their daily life, But for the Chinese student of
English, only many years of study of che language can give this necessary
foundation, .a' richness of vocabulary- and long-language experience, fof the
recognition and maste;'y 6f the correci stress of compounds,

Fifthly, the present difficulty is due to the fact, that the question of the

siress of compounds has not been given due place i in our teaching of phoneiios.
Grea.t progress has been made in ieaching correci pronunciation of English
since the adoption in China since liberation, of the teaching of phoneiics, its
theoﬁ"and practice, at the very begmnmg of a course in English, This is {rue
esmcu.lly of the teaching of those uounds, peculiar to English, such as {he
. wowel (i) and the consonants(#)and: > )and in the teaching of intonation, These

]
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former great difficulties for the Chinese student of English are gradually
being overcome, I believe that if suitable measures were taken right from the
beginning of the course, the glaring mistakes in the stress of compounds would
begin to disappear from the speech of the students, Of course the first requisite
for this is an a.wa.feness of this feature of English pronunciation and a mastery
of the correct stress of each compound that appears in the text-books on the part
of the teacher, (Qur teachers have not always been able to fulfill this requisite,

Lastly, even when our teachers “have an &wareneés of the problem and a
desire to master the correct siress of the compounds, there is not suitable help
in the textbooks and diciionaries, The stress of many of the compounds in
lessons is not given in texibooks nor is it to be found in the dictionaries avail-
able io us: Jones’s Pronouncing Dictiona.ry; C. 0.D,, Hornby’s Advanced

Learner's Dictionary, Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary and others, It is because
of this situation that this list of compounds ﬁrith their stress marked has been
compiled,

I should like to make a few sugge'stions as to how our textbooks may better
help us in teaching the proper stress of compounds, The texts newly compiled
and edited under the auspices of the Ministry of Higher Education have many
excellencies in the organization and presentation of the material for the teaching
of phonetics, vocabulary, grammar, .in the texts and in the many and varied
exercises, Our.students and teachers are grateful for this' invaluable help in
our study and teaching,K It is :tJecause of their high level in so many respects’
that we dare to make these suggestions with confidence that in this one field of
the siress of compounds our hopes will be realised,

My first suggestion is that the textbooks of all years give the stress of all
compounds appearing in the lessons, including thé texts, dialogues, word lists,
notes. exercises and selections for reading practice, In the explanatory preface
to the textbooks, it is stated that the transcription, which of conrse includes the
marking of stress of words which conform to the rules of pronunciation previ-
ously taught, is not given in the word list, This rule has not been followed
sirictly in the texts, However, rules for the stress of compounds - are not
taught until well on in the second year. It may-be poin{:eci out that in Lesson

‘ Twelve, Book I.there are seven compounds with “day” as the last component:
New Year’s Day, Women's Day, etc. Students ought to master the correct
stress of these compounds from the start, With so many examples, [the rule
concerning the siress of compounds with “day” as the second component may
well be given right at this time._ '

In the second vear textbooks, if not earlier, lists of compound words al-
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ready studied, together with any rules for stress which may be mduced may be
introduced from time to time. This would be an effective supplement to the

» ‘rules given in the Appendices to the second year texts, The list of words given
in the second fy’éar lessons under word derivation are good, However, in Lesson
Fourteen on page 232, the list includes the words “brother —in—law?”, «sistcr —
in—-law”, etc, which strictly 'speaking are not words formed by derivation.
Lists of compound words such as the lists of words of derivation with the
stress marked.and even a note concerning the rule for their stress wouid be an
aid to the tea.chmg of the stress of compounds.

Exercises in the second, third and fourth year texts include much material
on the formation of compounds, Seldom is the question of stress or rules for
stress mentioned. Inclusion of this material in those exercises would bc wise.

And now a final suggestion,' When a compound which takes a single stress
on the first ‘component comes at the end of a sentence to be uttered with a
falling intonation, a ‘wrong stressing of the second component will lead to a
second mistake in the placement of the falling intonation. Phonelic exercises
consisting of such sentences would help to correct both 6f these mistake-, Sim-
ple exampleg'of such sentences are: «This is a reading - room”; “October the
first is National Day,”

Determiﬁing.the stress of some compounds has notl been easy. A compound
may be stressed differently by different individuals as in the case of “ice
.cream”mentioned by Blaemfield, The stress of words of new formation may be
decided by analogy of similar older words but the analogy does not always lead
to a correct conclusion’ There also is the question of British and American

_pronunciation, I have tried to follow British usage as we do in our teaching in
general, although my early training was Ame'rican. For these and other reasons
there must be many mistakes in the stress marking. Critié:is'rns and’ correcti@s _
are warmly welcome, Finally I wish to acknowledge the great help extended
by the tedchers of our Teaching—Research Group and Reference Room staff
in compiling the list of the compound words,

i
]

I

An Introductory Study of the Rules and Principles

. _ . for the Stress of English Compounds

The indomitable foreign student of English, when confronted with the great
diffxcult}' of knowmg the stress of compounds and the fact that there are no
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simple fixeti rules for their stress will in'sist.. «Is there nothing to go by as to
the stress of compounds?” “Are there no rules?” The answer is: “There are
tendencies, pringiples and rules for the stress of English compounds,” | .

Let us get at them by means of classifying and analysing the compounds of
the list we have complled _

There are about 400 compounds in our list, This number is small especially
compared wi,t;h the number of compounds, 7,000, analysed and classified by
‘Roger Kingdon, the results of which study are recorded in his book “The
Groundwork: of English Stress”. The results of this little study, are similar to
those of Kingdon and the rules and tendencies shown by our list conform in
general to those stated by him, In our study, we constantly referred to King-
don’s work, to the article on “Compounds and,the Practical Teacher” by L., A,
Hill in the periodical “English Language Teaching”, Volume XII, Number I,
and to Jesperson's “A Modern English Grammar, Part VI”,

Only a small number of the cempounds of our list. eight percent, consist
of three or more components and the problem of stress of these compounds is
not too difficult. We shall consider only compounds of two compenents,

For compounds of two qorﬁponents, there are three p_ossible' patterns of
stress;

1. Single stress on the second component,

2. Double stress, a stress on each component,

3., Single stress on the first component. o _

In our list there are no compounds with single stress on the second compo-
nent, Furthermore the majority of compounds so streléicsed belong to a few small
and well - defined classes, We shall not mention them here, The compounds we_

“é.hall study are those with either a double etress or & single stress on the first
component; . '
in analysing the'compounds we have studied, we have followed the syetem of
classifying them a.ccordmg to the parts of speech of each eomponent, The vast
majority (about 91 perceht Yhave nouns as the second component, Only 9 per-
cent have adjectives , past participles or —ing forms as the second element Wa
shall now discuss the stress of the compounds classified according to the na.ture
of the two components,

1) Noun plus Noun

-~ A, Compounds with single stress —even stress,
1. The reason for the single stress of these compounds is an implied sense
of contrast between the article named in the compound and some other article,

L]
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the name of which would hava the same second component but a different first
one, This group of compounds contains the largest number in our list,

’Army Day
!Children’'s Day
'Wall Street
‘Tenth Street,
‘apple tree
'chéstnut tree
‘Lgbour Day

. E’lection Day
‘National Day
'New Year's Day
'"Women’s Day
'Youth Day (Day

means a specified day

‘or date, % H# /”, This
is a rule in itself,
Only the attributive
nouns or adjectives
are stressed, )

’steel mill

‘paper mill

"cotton mill

‘power plant -

’steel plant

‘tractor plant .

_’clothing factory

’shoe faetory

"hat factory:

'bicycle factory ( by

&>

analogy) . ®

. 'League menber

' ‘Party |menber
‘farm hand
'fﬁctory hand
a ’‘service — center
'Peking. Exhi ’bition
Center

a ‘work center
a dis ‘tributing center
‘cellmate

- 'elassmate

’sehoolmate
’ball game

‘card game
‘chess game
’sports meet
‘swimming meet
’track‘m‘ée_t

ath ‘Ietic meet
’sports ground
'playground

pa ‘rade ground

‘hunting ground

. recre ’ation ground

‘spy case
"mugciél{- case
‘theft case
’schoolmaster

’dancing — master

mathe “matics master

‘husride’

’auto — ride

’boat ride - .

('The lack of stress of

, the word “Street”
'as in ‘Wall Street ‘is
a'rule in itself . l) ‘ ;

But 'Piccadilly ’Circus
/Fifth ‘Avenue
"Nanking 'Road
'Red ’.Squara

'football (the game or
the baull)

-

’volley ball .

. 'base — ball

'basket-ball
'football match
’basket — ball match
spunctu ‘ation marks
‘question marks
,excla ‘mation marks
quo ‘tation marks
a ’television set

a 'radio sei

’tool — room
’sch(;olroom _
'bedrooml .. :
'dining — room
‘club — room

’art troupe
rdancing troupe
dra ‘matic troupe
’funeral march
'military march
‘spy éliarge
‘murder charge
’‘art student

‘Naw student:

'medical student

- engi ‘neering student

’book business
“0il business
‘farm work
factory work
’earthwork
‘outwork
’stonework
'needlework
‘peach tree

“r
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‘orange tree

. *’primary school

‘night school
’avening: schpol
‘¢rade school
’high school
'middle school

(with noun or adjec -

tive as first com-

.bonent)
‘thermos bottle
'milk bottle
‘ink bottle
‘medicine bottle
‘thermos flask
6wa‘cer flask

R Wk % % #

’ice box
’candy bo_x
'bread box .

* 'sugar box

“lunch box
‘milk can
"text book.

! picfure book
exercise book

'school — book

'work — site
"building — site
‘railway sfation
‘bus Statiori
’ra(iio station

po 'lice station

'bus stop

+ ’film show

‘flower show
chri ‘santhemum show

. ’theatre district
" resi ’dar.ltial district
- rcultural district

’atom bomb
'hydrogen qub
‘change purse )
'bill folder ,
‘pineapple juicé
’orangé juice

to ‘mato juice
'flower garden
'vegetable garden

2. Ahother rule for single stress of these mmpounds is that the second com-

ponent names somethmg fgr the thing indicated by first components, Examples:

‘praduction team

(a team for produc -

tion)
’shop foremen

B. Compounids with double stress — even stress

*hunt’servant,

’classroom bdilding
‘table - cloth . .:

"honey - vat
‘rest home
’shop assistant -

-

.1, One type of double—stressed compounds have a first component which

stateb to what class or to what orgamzatlon the second component belongs, The

rn'sg component is fully attributive in meaning, Where the first, component is

more substantive in meanimg and leSs attributive, and has therefore a greater

relative 1mp0rta.nce the compound ‘nas a smgle stress, Here are some examples

for comparison,

‘(Double stress)- t

’college gate -
" seollege farm
“’school 'farm

’school can’teen

’school ’clinic

‘eity ’hospital

‘city ‘park

(Single strese) .
* po‘tato farm
" ba’nana plantdtion
po’tato plot
"tent clinic
‘classroom building
a po’lice force
'rest home
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’village ’school ‘business man
‘mountain ‘village pro’duetion team
‘county com’mittee

'"Town ‘Hall

’class ‘team’

r. ‘class ’brothers

’world ’capilalism
- 'Marshall ‘Plan

‘wal] ‘newspaper

»

_ ~ 'state ‘company
’ y , ‘state ’property
’sumr.ner ‘sport

’depui:y ’chairman

-

- ’street ‘corner
'department Yoffice °
-. ‘enemy ’troups
" ?’enemy po’sition .
-’army ’discipline »
'water ’‘conservancy
'Negro ‘children .
’Ne_grd ’brother b
'Negro ’song

'Negro 'town

2, In one type, these compounds r_:aine something made out qf the material
named in the first cdmponent, Example:

'paper 'bag ( but ‘invi- ‘egg 'soup ‘ ‘paper ‘tiger
tation card, ‘exami- ’iron ’ax ’iron ‘fenee
L, nation papers) ’leather 'shoes . * ’stone ‘wall

3. A group of proper names, all with a double stress, includes six consist-
ing of noun plus noun and ten adjective plus noun, With the exception of com-
pounds having as their second component the word“street”, already mentioned,

e double stress is the rule for such compounds,
"Kansas 'City ' The 'Long 'March "Soviet “Union
‘London ’Bridge "Red ’Squafe— " Tra 'falgar ‘Square
West’'minster ‘Abbey 'British Mu’seum ‘Cédmmunist 'Party

'Royal Com’mission .’Yangtse 'River The 'Foreign 'Office
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'Red ' Army ' ‘Buckingham ’Palace ’Aberlaw ‘Hospital
‘Summer ’Palace - ‘Englisn De’partment " 'Red '‘Guard
'Western 'Hills

4. Compounds with the noun “self” as the first component (’self —‘made,
’self -“conscious) have a double stress and are written with a hyphen, There are
onl;,' a few exceptions to this rule, all of which are long and commonly used
words written as a solid word and taking a single Stress: ’selflsa'me[

In our list we met with only one example of a compound with “self”, not
fonnd in reference books; namely, ’self ‘study, —one of the.new words coined
to express somethmg we talk a lot about today m our teaching and study

In markmg the stress of these words I have ancountared the question whe-
ther a given cq}loczﬁxtmn is an established one-a compound — or not. For instance,
it may be ob}ected that “self —study” as a newly coined word should not be
considered a compound word since it does not fulfill the condition of being I('mg
and commonly used. I hold that the rule for double%trass for compound forms

with self as a prefix 1s so strong that it should be applied here. Of-course there
is no conflict here between the stress for.it as an ordinary phrase and that for
it as a compound, In regard to the termd “Party member” and “League mem-
ber”, 1 may be wrong in considering thera compounds, I have marked them
with a single stress because I feel that there is-usually a sense o:f confrast when
they are used. The sﬂ;uatmn in regard to “Ygrammar exerc'rses” “phonetics .
exercises” and “translation exercises” is hot so clear, I may be wrong in holding
that thé)" have single stress when spoken in isolation, However thg stress of
these terms would.certainly change with the context,

. I should like to point out here the principle, already mentioned, that the
stress of compounds or collocations may change with the context in which they
appear. Take the collocaticfns commonly used in our ceaching in the first and
second grades, phonetics exercises and grammar exercises, If these collocations
are compounds, they are pronounced with a single stress because the meaning is
exercises for phonetiés, and for grammar, as in the sentences: In our textbooks

_we have"phongtics exercises and ‘grammar exercises._ But in the next sentence,
_ the stress of the compound sho'luld ‘be double: We have finished the new gram
mar, now let us do the ‘grammar 'exercises.

Take the compound ‘college ‘farm which normally takes a deuble stress, In‘
the following context the stress of the cqgmpound would be a single one because

. of the sense of contra.st. ' ‘

This afternoon’we are to work on.the ‘college'farm not on our ’‘department
farm, '
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In the pronunciation of compounds we must ever be;u' in mind the principle
that the sense of conirast is expressed b)" a single stress, We should develop
our sense of awareness of the idea of contrast and give that contrast erspressiun
in the proper stress, —the single stress of the compound .

. 2) Youn plus Nomen Agentis(the name of the performer of an action)

Twenty —one examples of this compound divide themselves into 16 with
single stress and five with double. The rule is obvious, When the first comypo -
nent is the name of the object of the action named in the second component. the
compound is ipvariably single —siressed, Whgr this is not the case, the com-

" pound is double - stressed, In this case the first component is attributive in

" sense, Examples:

i

(Single —- stressed) . (Double - 5tres sed)
'story —teller 'master ‘engineer
‘team — leader 'fellow —~ ‘worker
‘cotton — grower _ ‘head ‘waiter
“squad —leader ‘ ‘co —op ’officer
‘apple — grower - . ’hall— 'porter

'taxi — driver .
‘mill — owner

’‘coal - miner | .
’steel - worker

‘bus — conductor
'newspaper — reporter
‘tractor —driver '

-

’standard - bearer
’stable — keeper
'house — fu rnisher
8) Noun plus Gerund
A. With compounds of this type when the flrst compunent names the obJect :
of the action represented by the gerund, there 15, a smgle stress The majority

of these compounds are single— stressed, Th.ey may be elther a noun or an
© adjective. Examples:

_‘tree—planting : ‘profit - making: 'wHeat — growing
'fact - hating ‘cotton - growing ‘wealth — hunting
’cattle — breeding ‘novel —writing ’slave — trading

’war — making ‘
B. When the first component has an attributive function towards the ger-; _
und, the'compound is double - stressed. Examples:
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‘peasant — ‘uprising
4) Adjectipe plus Noun

’spring — ‘sowing

A  These compounds take a double —stress, In our compiled list we have 36

such corr;bounds, 34 of which have double stress, The two exceptions are 'Na-

tional Day and ’‘middle school. the special rule for which was given under the

noun plus noun compounds, It is worth pointing out the stress of ‘present—

'day, double stress, because “day” here does not mean a specified date( 3 /).

The first column of words ’gives exa.mp_les of these compounds which are double-

stressed. The second column includes words deserving special nqte.

The last five compounds in the second column are words especiilly subject .

to change of stress, from double to single, according to whether in the context '

there is contrast or Inot',
(1)

*short ’story
/long ’term
‘one — ‘third
'Titian - 'blue

"true — ’blood
‘hard - ’labour
’literary ’banguage

'petty - bour ’geois
‘current af’fairs

(2)
'middle school

’National Day

_ ’present ‘day

’second year(/first year)

’feud;.l system(’socialist system)

'social life(po’litical life)

‘medical service(transpor ‘tation)

service)

resi‘dential district (’business
district)

B, -‘it should be pointed out that among the large number -of compounds

consisting of an adjecfive plus a noun, probably an equal unmber are double -

stressed and single —stressed, Besides such words as are represented by Na-

tional Day and middle school, many such compounds in frequent and long use

have lost the stress on the second component and have become single - stressed,

- This is a strong tende:lcy to be remembered, Examples: .

'background. . ’two-—step

'blacklist ) © routskirts

’gentlémen
’deadlock

C. Another type of single— stressed compounds of this adjective noun form-

ation not illustrated in'our list is a compound which has taken on a specialized

meaning which would need to be distinguished -from a phrase made up of the

very same words, Examples:
‘green house

'dark room
'strong hold

‘green ‘house
‘dark ‘room
’strong ’‘hold
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5) -ing form plus Voun X _
When the ~ing form of the compound is a gerund, the compound is single -
stressed, When the -ing form is a present participle, it is double —stressed,

Examples:

Gerund _ Present Participle
‘carrying pole ' 'working ’class
'closing time ‘ruling ’‘class
’ ’dining - hall ‘working ’people
’sleeping —car ‘occupying ’powér
’printing - shop ‘climbing ’party

‘recording machine
’recording room
‘bedding roll

. ' ’polling station
re’cruiting. officer
'reading - room ‘
Nliving condition ~

Here the noun indicates something for the purpose of the action expressed

by the gerund. A carryiﬁg pole is a pole for carrying things, |
6) Past Participle plus Noun | _

The rule for double stress of these compounds is quite fixed, there ‘bcing
few exceptions, Of the three examples we have in our list, twd are double stressed.
‘The one exception “’coloured people”, I mark with a single stress mark because.
of the many éxafnples of compounds with “people” as the second compound and
also because of the implied conti1ast between these words; ’white people, ‘decent
people, Examples: '

‘moneyed ’class ’coloured people rsteamed ’bread
7) Verb plus Noun

Although we have only one compound fo.med by a verb plus a noun ’wash-
room, we mention this group because of the strong stress tendency io single
siress of these words, Here are a few examples:

'cryba_'by | ’scare crow ~ ’flash light
'watch dog - - ’breakfast 'passport

I should like to stop here to make an induction, Jesperson has pointed out
in “A Modern English Grammar” Part IV 81.4 that thé merit of compounds lies
in their conciseness, as compared with paraphrase following the usual syntac -
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tic rules; thus a railway compa.ny isa “compar?y running a‘railway”, a school -
boy is “a boy going to school”, We. have mentioned five different types of
cumpdunds which indicate relations usually expressed by rules of syntax; the
relution of a verb and its object or a verb and its subject, for instance. In all
these cases the compound is single -~ stressed, The five types are:
1. Noun plus Noun: the second component names something for the thing
indicated by the first component,
’production team —a team for production
2. Noun plus Nomen—Agentis: the first component is the name of the
object of the action named by the second component,
’story —teller —a person who tells a story
3. Noun plus Gerund: the first component names the object of the action
indicated by the gerund, . i o :
'tree — planting is planting a tree.
4., -ing form plus Noun: the noun indicates something for the purpose of
the action expressed by the ggrund,
A ’‘carrying —pole is a pole for carrying things,
5. Verb plus Noun: as has been pointed out, the second component of
some of these compounds performs the action named by the*first, | .
A tcrybaby is a baby who cries, ‘
In other cases. the compound indicates the doer of the action mentioned by
the first component, The second component is the object of the verb,
A scarecrow is something that scares crows, .
We may state the rule that when a compound in which the second component
is a noun indicates a relation usually expresse'd according to syntactic rules it is
single— stressed. And contrarily, when the relationship between the two com-
ponents is that of attributive and substantive, the normal phrase relationship,
the compound is double stressed,

8) Noun plus .ddj'ective

These compounds are fairly évenly divided between single—stressed and

double — stressed ones, It may be helpful to show how the single — stressed ones

follow the principle that when a large group of words. have one identical compo-
nent, they tend to"be single - stressed, Examples:
‘robot —like (cf, ‘cat —like; 'cow —like, 'crab - like)
’side -wise (ef, ’croés —wise. ’length — wise) ’
‘age - long (cf. ‘age—old, ’ageless)
Examples of double - stressed compounds of this group:
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'million — ’strong

‘cost ‘free (Note; ’post ‘free, 'tax ‘free, ‘duty 'free, 'rent free)
’shoult_ler "high a
‘centuries ‘old

9) .\Noun plus Past Part"c"ciple

All the examples of this kind of compound (only 4)are single — stressed, The
findings of Kingdon in his study of a larger number of compounds was that
about 80 percent were single —stressed, Examples:

’canvas topped ’"Morocco — bound -’chin - strapped

'passion — wrought
10) Adverb, Adjective or Noun plus -ing form

The five compounds of this composition are all double —stressed, Jesperson
and Kingdon state that these compounds are usually double — stressed although
Kingdon gives many exceptions and points out the compound “’well ‘looking”,
double - stressd, means “handsome”, while “’well —looking”, single— stressed
means “healthy”, Examples:

~"hard = 'working ’ever — in’creasing
’deep — 'ploughing 'French - ‘speaking

11) Adjective (or Adverb) plus Past Pariiciple
This type of compound forms one of the larger classes of compounds, All
fourteen examples in our list are double~stressed. Kingdon found 95 percent

of the 400 compounds of the class which he studied to be double stressed, Our
examples are:

*well - ’cultivated ‘yuddy - 'faced 'well = 'written
’high~— 'pitched 'well — in’formed ’deep — 'sunk
’lon'g - ’leggéd . ’snow — ‘covered ‘red - "haired
rwell — ‘populated ‘'sandy — "haired 'large — 'scaled
‘red — ‘checkered "heavy —’jowled

Some of the ed —forms as “haired” are not true past participles of verbs,
but artificial forms based on nouns, .
All double - stressed compound adjectives are double — stressed when used
predicatively, When used attributively, they are single - stressed, Examples:
The girl was ‘red "haired.
. The ‘red —hiired ’girl was smiling.
This ’well — written ‘book is interesting.
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SUMMARY

By way of summary, can we formulate any general rules concerning stress
of compound words? As a result of this study, what ways may be pointed to
for solving the difficulty? In the first place, the tendency towands stress seems
to be different for the two main groups studied, compounds terminating in
nouns and those terminating in adjectives, 55 percent of the compounds endir}g
with nouns were single—stressed, 45 percent double- stressed; that is, for
compounds ending in nouns, there is no strong tendency either way, 76 percent

of the compounds ending- with adjectives were double — stressed and only about.

23 percent single—stressed; that is, for compounds with adjectives as the
second component there is a strong tendency towards double stress, In the
second place general rules are not much of a help_iﬁ determining and learning
the stress of individual compounds, One must learn the rule for each class of
compounds, In classes where the rul® for one form of stress is fixed, as for
double stress of compounds consisting of an adjective plus a past i)articiple, the
rule is indeed helpful, But such rules are not many, In the third place, a mas-
tery of certain principles that deterrﬁix}e stress is important, for instance, the

principle that implied constrast tends to make a compouud single - stressed,

even if the compound would otherwise be double - stressed. Also the principles
that old recognized compounds would be single — stressed, and that compounds
of adjective form when used attributively are single~stressed but when used
predicatively, double — stressed, In the fourth place, it is wise to look up every
newly — met compoundvih the diétionary and master its stress. Mastery of those
compound words will help in determining the stress of _'other newly —met com-

pounds by the use of analogy. Awareness of this problem and attention to it

-are the first steps toward its solution, Finally,. may I tske the I'iberty of set-
ting forth a few po-ints of advice for the Chinese student.of English? Start
studying the qnestion of the stress of compounds, master every compound you
encounter, make lists of them, classjfy thf;m and find the rules for each class
for yourself inductively, These procedures will take you a long way towards
the mastery of the stress of compounds. ' S .
' End, -
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