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Abstract: Logical Positivists and Popperians take the principles of scientific rationality as the rules of
testing scientific hypotheses and attempt to formulate a set of criteria of scientific rationality which is
universal, ahistorical and culturally independent. Based on detailed historical research, T. Kuhn suggests
that science is a sort of puzzle-solving activities under the guidance of a determined paradigm, scientific
revolution is paradigm shift, and different paradigms are incommensurable. In terms of those ideas, Kuhn
has put forward a theory of historical and local rationality, given account for the close relationship between
scientific rationality and the behavior of scientific community, and thus promoted a fundamental
transformation of our concept of rationality.
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