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National Self-determination Principle in International Law.
Interpretations Based on The Chart of United Nations and Practice in L. C. J.

Zhang Yingjun (Associate Professor,South-central University for Nationalities)

Abstract; The right of national self-determination has played a great role in the campaign to promote national independence
and decolonization. Although it has developed into a basic principle of international law, but there are strict restrictions on its
application. The exercise of national self-determination should not damage the sovereignty and territorial integrity and mainly
applies to the Non-Self-Governing Territories and the people under colonial or alien exploitation. The practices among states
differ greatly on whether to allow the existing part secede from its nation. Therefore, the immature principle of national self-
determination is far from the principal that any nation has the right to determine their own political status and secede from
its homeland.
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