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Urban “Community Diseases” : Features, Types and Governance Tools
JIN Yongzhu & DING Zhaopan (Guizhou University)

Abstract : Urban “community diseases” refers to the social morbidity caused by the excessive concentration of population and
economic resources, the imbalance of elements and the dislocation of social management in the commercialized residential
district under the background of rapid urbanization. Urban “community diseases” are ubiquitous and slightly different
between each other. The diseases can be divided into four kinds, i. e. , social, ecological, economic and mental diseases. The
fundamental causes of urban “community diseases” can be explained by three ways, namely, politics, policy and problem.
The governance should be combination of different methods due to different diseases based on voluntary, mandatory and
mixed-type tools.

Key words: urban “community diseases”; urbanization; negative externality; urban grassroots governance
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